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Minutes of October Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 9th October 2019 at 3.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Micheál Carrigy, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell,

Joe Flaherty, Gerard Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, Garry Murtagh, Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, 
Pat O’Toole, Paul Ross and Gerry Warnock.
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.

APOLOGY:


Councillor P.J. Reilly 

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Acting Claire McNabola
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole, the Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 11th September 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Councillor Colm Murray endorsed the “Make Way Day” Campaign, and asked that the issue of cyclists using footpaths be brought forward as item on the agenda for the next meeting of the JPC. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

Noted
MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
Councillor Seamus Butler noted the rejection of the Atlantic Enterprise Ltd application by An Bord Pleanala.  Seamus also welcomed the appointment of consultants for the upgrade of the N4 between Mullingar and Rooskey.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 10th July 2019, as circulated, were noted.

FINANCE & REGENERATION.
Overdraft Accommodation of €5.5m for year ending 31st December 2020.
On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler                  it was unanimously agreed to approve of overdraft of €5.5m for year ending 31st December 2020.

 STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE.

Planning Applications.

The lists of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

Part 8 Report  - Construction of 1 no. 1 bed single storey house at Fair Green, Longford 
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor John Browne, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations 2001) (as amended) in respect of construction of 1 no. 1 bed single storey house at Fair Green, Longford, as circulated.
Part 8 Report  - Construction of 1 no. 4 bed single storey Dwelling at Cloonahard, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady seconded by Councillor Martin Monaghan           it was unanimously agreed to adopt  Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations 2001) (as amended) in respect of the construction of 1 no. 4 Bed Single Storey Dwelling at Cloonahard, Co. Longford, as circulated.
Five Year Traveller Accommodation Plan.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Five -Year Traveller Accommodation Plan 2019 – 2024,

as circulated.
Notices of Motions.

Cleaning of Small Rivers.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady -                
“I call on the OPW to provide funding similar to the Local Improvement Scheme to clean the various small rivers throughout the county.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the OPW.
Clean Air Strategy.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by Councillor  Peggy Nolan
“That Longford County Council calls on the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment to publish, before the end of the year, the cross-governmental Clean Air Strategy and introduce a prohibition on the sale, distribution and burning of smoky coal all across County Longford as soon as possible.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister. 
CORPORATE, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE.

Preparation of Register of Electors.

Barbara Heslin outlined the work being carried out by Longford County Council to engage with people in relation to the Electoral Register and requested the Elected Members support in ensuring  -
· RFA forms and amendments are submitted by the deadline of 25 October

· Eircodes are included

· Citizens are encouraged to engage in the process

· Public Information sessions are supported

· The Draft Register is reviewed.

At the meeting the Elected Members complimented the work carried out by the Council’s employees in advance of the Local Elections and in the current publicity programme and public information sessions.  However, concern was raised by the Elected Members in relation to the overall accuracy of the Electoral Register and the impact on democracy.  
They asked for measures to be implemented to maintain and improve the overall integrity of the register itself.  In addition to the current public engagement campaign they suggested a door to door campaign, cross referencing databases and writing to people asking them to confirm their details.  They also expressed frustration that they are precluded from removing people from the register in situations where they know that people have moved or no longer live in the area.  Barbara outlined the constraints facing the Local Authority. 

The Members agreed that a letter be written to the Minister expressing their concerns and calling on the Department to provide an update on their plans to modernise the electoral registration process.

Draft Heritage Plan 2019 – 2024.

Councillor Seamus Butler complemented the document and encouraged Elected Members and citizens to review the document and engage with the consultation process.  On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to approve the Draft Heritage Plan 2019 – 2024, as circulated and progress to the public consultation stage.  
Nominations to Joint Policing Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, It was agreed that Ms. Emma Kiernan, Ms. Pat Murphy, Ms Angela Keaveny and Ms Ndidi Idehen be appointed to represent Longford Public Participation Network on the Longford Joint Policing Committee. 
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole, it was agreed that Ms. Niamh Donlon be appointed to represent the business community in Longford on the Longford Joint Policing Committee. 
It was agreed at the meeting that short biographs for new members of the various committees be compiled.

Civic Reception for Sporting Achievements at national & International level.  
On the proposal of Councillor Micheal Carrigy and seconded by Councillor Turlough McGovern, it was agreed that the Civic Reception would be held in St Mel’s College Longford on 6th December to honour the sporting achievements of the county at both national and international level. 
Longford Local Community Development Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Colm Murray                      it was agreed that Ms. Francesca Pawelczyk, nominee of Longford Public Participation Network, replace Mr. Ray Hogan as a member of Longford Local Community Development             Committee (LCDC).
GENERAL

Notices of Motions.
Garda Siochana Resources.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor John Browne. 
“That Longford County Council abhors the violent criminal activity that has beset the County for the last six months.  We call on Garda Commissioner Drew Harris to ensure that sufficient resources and personnel are deployed to prevent further despicable crimes and that current investigations lead to timely arrests and arraignments of the perpetrators.   It is also requested that sufficient personnel resources are provided for permanent foot/bicycle daily patrols to be instigated, in order to restore and reassure the people of Longford that they are safe in their homes and environs.”
It was agreed that an invitation be forwarded to Commissioner Harris to attend the next meeting of the JPC. 

Home Help Hours.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  Peggy Nolan 
“I call on the Minister for Finance to provide extra funding in the Health budget to provide the extra Home help hours that are needed to care for the elderly on the waiting list.”

It was noted that extra funding has been provided in the Government’s 2020 Budget for the Home Help Scheme. 
Correspondence  -  circulated.

Letter dated 30th September 2019 regarding the availability of Spinraza Drug                       was noted.
Tidy Towns Awards 

Congratulations was extended by all members to all of the Towns who received awards in the recent competition. On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady seconded by 
Councillor Micheal Carrigy it was agreed that an email be sent to the Minister for the Environment Mr. Richard Bruton, T.D., regarding the six towns which were overlooked in the 2019 Tidy Towns Competition, including Ballinamuck in County Longford, and requested that Minister Bruton make a gesture to these six towns. 
Great Water Street Closure.
Councillor John Browne requested an update on the Great water Street closure. An update to be provided to Councillor Browne.
Mick Cahill – President of the AILG
The Members extended congratulations to Councillor Mick Cahill on being elected to the position of President of the AILG. 
Bord NaMona 
Councillor Colm Murray welcomed the funding announcement from the Climate Action Fund to immediately commence work on cut away bog rehabilitation.
VOTE OF SYMPATHY.

A vote of sympathy was passed in respect of the late Nicola Murphy, Lismore, Newtownforbes, Co Longford. 
TRAINING.

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________

             Claire McNabola,
             Acting Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

11th December 2019.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
PAGE  
4

